July 11, 1997

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS TO HAVE
UNTIL MIDNIGHT MONDAY, JULY
14, 1997 TO FILE REPORT ON FOR-
EIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT FI-
NANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
1998

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Appropriations may have until
midnight Monday, July, 14, 1997 to file
a privileged report on the bill making
appropriations for Foreign Operations,
Export Financing and related programs
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All
points of order are reserved on the bill.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule I, the pending
business is the question of the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal of the last
day’s proceedings.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

COMMUNICATION FROM HONOR-
ABLE RICHARD A. GEPHARDT,
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable RICHARD
A. GEPHARDT, Democratic Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OF-
FICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,
Washington, DC, July 11, 1997.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section
40003 of Public Law 105-18, | hereby appoint
the following individuals to the National
Commission on the Cost of Higher Edu-
cation:

Dr. Blanche Touhill, St. Louis, Missouri.

Dr. Walter Massey, Atlanta, Georgia.

Yours very truly,
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JULY
14, 1997

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 3 p.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY,
JULY 15, 1997

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Monday, July 14,
1997, it adjourn to meet at 10:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, July 15, 1997, for morning
hour debates.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT
Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask

unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NA-
TIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE
ARTS FOR 1996—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce:

To the Congress of the United States:

It is my pleasure to transmit the An-
nual Report of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts for 1996.

One measure of a great nation is the
vitality of its culture, the dedication of
its people to nurturing a climate where
creativity can flourish. By supporting
our museums and theaters, our dance
companies and symphony orchestras,
our writers and our artists, the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts pro-
vides such a climate. Look through
this report and you will find many rea-
sons to be proud of our Nation’s cul-
tural life at the end of the 20th century
and what it portends for Americans
and the world in the years ahead.

Despite cutbacks in its budget, the
Endowment was able to fund thousands
of projects all across America—a mu-
seum in Sitka, Alaska; a dance com-
pany in Miami, Florida; a production of
a Eugene O’Neill play in New York
City; a Whistler exhibition in Chicago;
and artists in schools in all 50 States.
Millions of Americans were able to see
plays, hear concerts, and participate in
the arts in their hometowns, thanks to
the work of this small agency.

As we set our priorities for the com-
ing years, let’s not forget the vital role
the National Endowment for the Arts
must continue to play in our national
life. The Endowment shows the world
that we take pride in American culture
here and abroad. It is a beacon, not
only of creativity, but of freedom. And
let us keep that lamp brightly burning
now and for all time.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, July 11, 1997.
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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA’S FISCAL YEAR 1998
BUDGET REQUEST ACT OF 1997—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section
202(c)(5)(C)(ii) of the Financial Respon-
sibility and Management Assistance
Act of 1995 (‘‘the FRMA Act”), | am
transmitting the Council of the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s “‘Fiscal Year 1998
Budget Request Act of 1997.”

The Council’s proposed Fiscal Year
1998 Budget was disapproved by the Fi-
nancial Responsibility and Manage-
ment Assistance Authority (the ““‘Au-
thority’’) on June 12. Under the FRMA
Act, if the Authority disapproves the
Council’s financial plan and budget,
the Mayor must submit that budget to
the President to be transmitted to the
Congress. My transmittal of the Dis-
trict Council’s budget, as required by
law, does not represent an endorsement
of its contents. The budget also does
not reflect the effect of my proposed
Fiscal Year 1998 District of Columbia
revitalization plan.

The Authority is required to trans-
mit separately to the Mayor, the Coun-
cil, the President, and the Congress a
financial plan and budget. The Author-
ity sent its financial plan and budget
to the Congress on June 15.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HoOUSE, July 11, 1997.
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STUDY ON OPERATION AND EF-
FECT OF THE NORTH AMERICAN
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHABOT) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the Study
on the Operation and Effect of the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), as required by section 512 of
the NAFTA Implementation Act (Pub-
lic Law 103-182; 107 Stat. 2155; 19 U.S.C.
3462). The Congress and the Adminis-
tration are right to be proud of this
historic agreement. This report pro-
vides solid evidence that NAFTA has
already proved its worth to the United
States during the 3 years it has been in
effect. We can look forward to realizing
NAFTA’s full benefits in the years
ahead.
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